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Research Question Write-Up

RQ 1: Do LIS students prefer print books to e-books for their academic work?

From this question, we hope to learn about how a student’s discipline might be related to
their preference for the format of reading material in academic work. In other studies, it has
been demonstrated that areas in the STEM fields have a preference for e-resources, while fields
in the arts have a preference for print materials (Cummings, 2015). Much of this comes down to
understanding how students are using materials (for images, for data, etc.), and the availability
of the resources they need. We hope to learn if students in MLIS programs prefer print or e-
resources, or if they are using one over the other simply because that is what is available. We
are also curious about whether the number of credit hours a student has and how they best
comprehend reading material factors into this preference, as well as whether print materials are

preferred by students with disabilities.

RQ 2: Does proximity to a university library impact LIS students’ use of required print
materials for research?

This question is intended to address a gap in the literature that does not consider
student preferences in relation to their on-campus or off-campus status. Some studies have
conducted preference surveys that look at a broad spectrum of university library users, including
on-campus and online students, but fail to draw out the nuance in the results. Troy University
(Wilson, 2021), conducted a circulation analysis and user survey for multiple campus locations
throughout the state and the university system’s online students. However, the different needs
and preferences that are inherent to distance learners were not specifically addressed in the

results of the survey.



From this question we hope to learn how a student’s proximity to their campus impacts
their use of print books. MLIS students might have a preference for using print books, but their
distance from the university library might impact their access to resources. In instances where
print materials are required for courses or for projects, students will have to find their own way to
acquire what they need, whereas students living close to campus could check out materials
from the library. We're also invested in understanding this question because several group
members are distance learners who have never used RCL to access print materials due to

logistical concerns, and also one group member who has done so.
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